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The Spiritual
Importance of
Celebrating
Advent and
Christmas

Deepening Faith and
Community Through
Sacred Seasons

Introduction

Advent and Christmas are two
of the most significant seasons
in the Christian calendar,
observed by millions across
Canada and around the world.
Beyond the festive lights and

gift-giving, these seasons hold profound spiritual meaning, inviting us to reflect, prepare,
and rejoice in the mystery of God's presence among us. Understanding the spiritual

importance of Advent and Christmas can enrich your personal faith and foster a deeper

sense of community and hope.

The Season of Advent: A Time of Waiting and Preparation

Advent, which means "coming" in Latin, marks the beginning of the Christian liturgical year.

Typically observed over the four (six in the Eastern Church) weeks leading up to Christmas,

Advent is a period of expectant waiting and spiritual preparation for the celebration of the

birth of Jesus Christ. For us, itis also a time to anticipate Christ’s eventual return.

Spiritually, Advent calls us to slow down amidst the busyness of modern life. This season

encourages self-examination, repentance, and renewed hope. The lighting of the Advent

candles—symbolizing hope, peace, joy, and love—serves as a reminder of the virtues that

Christians are called to embody. Through prayer, scripture readings, and acts of charity, we

all can cultivate a deeper relationship with God and a renewed sense of purpose.



Christmas: Celebrating the Incarnation

Christmas, celebrated on December 25th, commemorates the birth of Jesus Christ, whom
we believe to be the Son of God and Saviour of the world. This event is referred to as the
"Incarnation"—God becoming human. The spiritual significance of Christmas lies in the
mystery of divine love and humility: God enters human history not as a powerful ruler, but
as a vulnerable child born in a manger.

Foryou and |, Christmas is a time to rejoice in God’s gift of salvation and to reflect on the
meaning of Emmanuel, "God with us." The season inspires gratitude, generosity, and a
renewed commitment to live out the teachings of Christ—especially compassion, justice,
and service to others. Many Canadian traditions, such as attending midnight Mass, singing
carols, and sharing meals with those in need, reflect these spiritual values.

Building Community and Fostering Hope

Both Advent and Christmas serve as opportunities to strengthen bonds within families,
faith communities, and the broader society. The communal rituals, such as lighting the
Advent wreath or gathering for Christmas services, foster a sense of belonging and shared
purpose. In a world often marked by uncertainty and division, these seasons offer a
message of hope, unity, and peace—values much needed in Canadian society and beyond.

Conclusion

Celebrating Advent and Christmas is not merely about observing tradition; it is a spiritual
journey that invites us to prepare their hearts, celebrate God’s presence, and carry the
message of hope, peace, joy, and love into the world. By engaging deeply with these
seasons, we can experience personal transformation and contribute to building a more
compassionate and just society.
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Ontario Knights
Support our Feed Banks

N
“Much will depend on money in the weeks
and months ahead. Food banks in Ontario
will need major donations of cash to keep ,,

on providing their services to most in need.

For information or to donate, visit
www.ontariokofc.ca



Giand ‘Kpight's Message

Dear Brother Knights,

On behalf of the Executive and myself, I wish to extend to all Brother Knights and families the
Warmest Wishes for a Very Merry Christmas, Health and Hapginess through the coming year.
May the peace and blessings of Christmas be yours and may the Christ Child bless you and your
loved ones with Peace, Joy and Love.

I would like to thank each and every one of our Brother Knights and families that helped and
made possible the various functions that our Council sponsored during the year. These allow us
to continue in making donations to our Churches and charitable causes in Canada and Ukraine.

Please note that our next General Meeting will be replaced by a Mass at Holy Resurrection
Ukrainian Catholic Church (821 Upper Wentworth St, Hamilton) on Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at
6:00 pm followed by a meal in the church hall. All Brother Knights and families are invited.

The next Trident Charities Bingo will be held on December 13, 2025 at the Princess Bingo Hall on
Fennell Ave.

The next Perogie and Sausage Dinner event is scheduled for Thursday, January 30, 2026.

I wish to extend Birthday as well as Wedding Anniversary greetings to Brothers celebrating this
month. May God grant you many years.

If you know of any of our Brothers or members of their families that are ill and in need of our
prayers, please pray for their recovery. May God help them with their recovery.

Pray for Ukraine, pray for Ukrainians, 1;iray for victory of Ukraine. And be sure to pray for the
Armed Forces of Ukraine. The Lord will hear us and grant victory to Ukraine.

Xpucmoc posxdacmucs - cnagimo Hozo!
Christ is Born!
Let us Glorify Him!

Fraternally Yours,
Mykhaylo Furtak - Grand Knight



It is with dreat sadness we annouce
the passing of Brother
Boris Dusanowsky. Boris served
council #7464 in various positions
from Trustee to treasurer to Grand
Knight. Brother Boris served as
Grand Knight from 1996 to 2000.
Plus he filled in in January 2001
to end of June 2001.
He will be deeply missed.
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Ontario Coats

for Kids
Spreading the Warumthr

Our goal is to ensure that
no school kids in Ontario go
without a warm coat during
winter.

ation, visit
coat-for-kids
r General Agent
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In support of the amazing charitable works of Council 7464.

$ The pot is now over $35,000 — and growing!

“J Winner takes HALF!
Win Big This Winter - and Give Back!
@ Your support helps us make a real difference in our communities.

Get your tickets today: (link)

https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/k-of-c-ont/72
>¥ Play Responsibly 3§

Ontario Problem Gambling Helpline: 1-888-230-3505 | www.connexontario.ca

#5050Ko0fCOntario #5050Raffle #OntarioCanada
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Monthly Smile

¢ “Well dear,” said the fisherman, home at least, "what do you think of ¢

E those nice big fish?” “You can’t fool me,” answered his wife. "The lady

¢ next door saw you at the fish market,” “Could be,” said the man, "I
caught so many I had to sell a few.”

: Today’s clergyman has to be a oneman zoo: he needs the courage ¢
¢ of alion, the skin of a hippopotamus, the endurance of a camel, the ¢
¢ shrewdness of an elephant, the patience of a donkey, the devotion of a
S dog, and the nine lives of a cat.

Ukrainian Credit Union Limited

or all your financial need

ersonal and business banking » commercial loans
mortgages  lines of credit

905-545-1910

1252 Barton Steeet East Hamilton, ON L8H 2V9 W ]‘ﬁ'
www,ukrainiancu.com E'/;




NOTABUE IDATES

General Meetin
December o9 Tuesday  Resurrection churchwith
meal to follow 6:00 pm
Bi
‘December13  Saturday Princess Bingo Hall
9:30 a.m.

“December21  Sunday (finter]Solstice)
December 25 Thursday m”

Friday
Thursday

‘December 26

BoxinghDay,

INCWiVearstDay,

My Bieflaytotho Blloching Menbas

January o1

‘December 02 BOB TYMCZYSZYN
‘December 05 MYKOLA KURYLIAK
‘December 13 DANIEL HEWKO
‘December 24 ANDRII BARULIN
‘December 24 DEMETRIUS ROMANKO
‘December 28 JOHN W MARSHALL

Muoras Jiira

Alvin Rodricks

Field Agent
M: 416-856-2842
alvin.rodricks@kofc.org

Life Insurance - Guaranteed
Investments - RRSP - TFSA -
Disability Income - Long Term Care Knlghts of

AN
A CUTN
www.kofc.org Columbus®
PROTECTING CATHOLIC \ / Sangemlno Agency

FAMILIES SINCE 1882

Grand Knight
Mykhaylo Furtak
647-219-3457

Chaplain

Msgr. Anton Szymchalski

905-397-3393

Deputy Grand Knight

John Hucal
289-253-9909

Chancellor

Wayne B Kowalyshyn
905-549-1515

Recorder

Voiodymyr Demchuk
365-833-1594
Financial Secretary
John A. Mikitzel
905-689-0858

Treasurer
Don A. Krochak
905-385-9462

Lecturer
Open
Advocate

Ernie Bablak
905-515-3344

Warden\Editor

Dan Kaluzny
905-385-0050

Inside Guard

Steve Pronek
905-544-9439

Outside Guard

Mykola Kuryliak
437-688-2016

Trustee (3rd year of 3)

Steve Popowich
905-632-9085

Trustee (2nd year of 3)
Bob Tymczyszyn
905-324-8509

Trustee (1st year of 3)

Izidor Nebesny
905-335-6534



