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Customs of Easter

A very common and cherished custom among our people is
the blessing of food and pastry on the day of the Resurrection.
After the long fast, holy Church permits the faithful to eat any
kind of food so that during the Easter season they may ex-
perience together with spiritual joy, the joy derived from the
gifts of the earth. For this reason she blesses these gifts and
dispenses from fasting during the entire Bright Week. After
the Divine Liturgy, the paschal food is solemnly blessed out-
side the Church. :

Shells from blessed eggs, crumbs and bones were not
thrown out, but were buried either in the garden, or in the
field, so that the earth, too, might receive some blessed mat-
ter. In certain localities in Galicia shells from the blessed eggs.
were thrown on the roof tops of the house.

Closely associated with the blessing of the Easter bread or
as we say in Ukrainian ‘‘pascha’’ are our famous colored
Easter-eggs. Their origin is very ancient. Among the ancient
peoples a custom prevailed which required that one did not
appear before a great personage for the first time without
presenting a gift. A pious tradition relates that Mary
Magdalene, when preaching the Gospel, first appeared in the
court of Emperor Tiberius, she presented him with an egg
painted red, saying: ‘‘Christ is risen,’’ and with that greeting
she began her sermon. Other Christians, following her exam-
ple also began to present one another with a colored egg on
the day of the Resurrection (Easter).

In certain localities of Ukraine it was customary on the
day of Resurrection for families to visit the graves of their
beloved dead, in order to share with them the joy of the
Resurrection and to salute them with the greeting of the
Resurrection. At the Kievan Pecherska Lavra following the
resurrection services, the monks and the faithful descended
into the underground caves in order to announce to the
deceased monks the news of Christ’s resurrection.

In ancient times, a custom prevailed of building fires on
Easter night to greet spring and the vernal sun. These fires, in
Christian religion, came to symbolize those fires which the
soldiers, guarding the grave of Christ, kindled during the
night, and they symbolize our greeting of the Sun of Truth —
the Risen Christ. '



Beoweolh o xonaxeely

St. John writes in his Gospel: “There is no greater love than that one would lay
down their life for another.” In this one line we are given the opportunity to
experience the joy and the power of Easter every day of our lives. There is no meaning
for us in the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus if we are not willing to change
the way in which we understand it. The Resurrection can never be understood or
experienced unless we allow the living Spirit of Jesus to share our lives and seek to
recognize Him in ourselves and in others.

Jesus showed His love for us in very real ways. In the hymn to the Philippians we hear:
“Although He was in the form of God, he did not deem equality with God something to be
grasped at. Rather, he emptied himself and took the form of a slave, being born in the
likeness of humanity. He was known to be of human estate, and it was thus that he
humbled himself, obediently accepting even death, death on a cross!” Jesus himself has
told us: “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.” The fullness of our
Resurrection will be when we pass from earthly existence to eternal life, but we have the
ability and the opportunity to experience resurrection often on our life’s journey.

To lay down our life does not just mean to die a “physical death”. We can die to selfish
pride for the sake of another, and we rise to a new understanding of who we are. We can die
to selfishness, and we rise to appreciate more what we have. We can die to prejudice, and we
rise to accept others without fear. We can die to self-righteousness, and we rise to experience
the meaning of true humility. We can die to self-pity, and rise to experience the power and
presence of God within us. We can die to indifference, and rise to be more aware of the
suffering that plagues our world. We can die to our unwillingness to see and experience the
joy of life, and we rise to know that there is nothing that can weigh us down unless we give it
the power to do so.

Yes, the tomb is empty! We cannot look for Jesus among the dead because
that is not where he dwells. Our God is a living God, and He dwells in each one of
us, yet we fail and oftentimes refuse to recognize Him. Jesus dwells in you and
me. He is the image of God in which we were all created. To refuse to seem Him
in each other is to deny who you truly are: a child of God.

May this Easter raise you up from all that has prevented you from
experiencing the loving and healing presence of Jesus in your lives and in those
that you encounter? May you see resurrection in everything and in every place;
the bleakness of winter that gives way to the new life of spring, the darkness of
nightfall that gives way for the light of a new day, the trials and temptations of
life that are no more than an opportunity to rise to a new awareness of God’s
presence and His love for you, and finally the realization that when we leave
this world, it is but a passage...we die to our humanity that we might finally
reach the full potential of who we really are. Our true home is not here, it is but
a stop on our journey to perfect love. We are destined for greatness, we are
meant to live a life we cannot humanly comprehend but will experience...we
will live forever in our Father’s love! ¥ We are indeed spiritual beings on an

earthy journey.
Let us pray: Lord, you have already raised us to the new life of Easter!

Praise and thanksgiving for this wonderful gift! Help me to stop looking for you
among the dead; for you live and walk among us, you are the LIVING God. Let me
recognize You in myself so that I may see you in all I meet. Lord, you have given
your all for me, and you continue to do so, may I too, give everything I am to you,
so in turn I can be your hands and heart to all I encounter. May I minister to
those in need knowing that it is you who work through me, and it is I who am
your instrument? Amen.



Dear Brother Knights: Xpucroc Bockpec !

With Spring comes Easter a very special time of the year — “The Resurrection of our Lord” a time for renewal
of our faith and love of our lord. My wife Mary-Anne and |, wish all brother Knights and their families a Holy
Blessed Easter.

| would like to thank each and every Brother Knight and their ladies for the help and support they gave in preparation
and presentation of our monthly Perogie, Kobassa and Kaposta Dinners also in the help they provide in the running of
our monthly Bingo’s. A special thank you also to all those who assisted who are not members. Again, to all members
and non-members, thank you very much and God bless you!

Here we are again nearing the end of another year. It's time to review the results of the year gone by and plan for the
next term. Have you served a term on the executive? You may have some great idea’s to better our council. Please
consider taking on a position, our council is in need of a recorder. This year when we hold our election of officers in
May, let’s have enough names for each position to make it a true election.

During the past month our council has made donations to the following: $500.00 was donated to the "Break for Jesus"
Catechetical Camp held at Mount Mary Immaculate; $500.00 was donated to the Ukrainian Children's Christian Fund for
a camp for needy and orphaned children in Ukraine; $100.00 was donated to St.John's Ukrainian Catholic Church for
their "Big-A-Bucks" event being held on April 14; $150.00 was donated to the Ukrainian Canadian Women's Organization
for their Pysanka Bingo event.

Our next General Meeting will be held on Tuesday April 10, 2018 at 7:00pm. We need more input and attendance from
all Brothers to make our Coucil more viable.

The Hamilton Trident Charities will be holding our monthly bingo on Saturday, April 14, 2018 at the Princess
Bingo Hall on Fennell Avenue. Please remember also our Perogie Dinner which will be held on April 26, 2018.
Help is needed to run both these events, please call me if can help out at 905-869-9462.

| wish to extend Birthday as well as Wedding Anniversary greetings to Brothers celebrating this month.
Mnohya Lita! May God grant you many years.

If you know of any of our Brothers or members of their families that are ill and in need of our prayers, please
pray for their recovery. May God bless them for a quick recovery.

Thanking you for your continued support.

Fraternally Yours,
Down Krotihak - Grand Knight




On Sunday March 18, 2018
Grand Knight Don Krochak
of KofC council #7464

| presented a cheque of $150
to Natalie Nebesny of OYK

& the Ukrainian Women's
Ordanization Hamilton
Branch, during their
sponsored Pysanka Bingo
at the UNF Hall on
Parkdale Ave.

Ukrainian Credit Union Limited

For all your financial needs

personal and business banking - commercial loans
mortgages ° lines of credit

905-545-1910
www.ukrainiancu.com S
.

UCUyKC

1252 Barton Street East Hamilton, ON L8H 2V9 '@'{ ]‘(
n0a



On Thursday March 31st, KofC council #7464 held a sausage and perody dinner.
Although the event was during Holy Thursday sales were brisk and the staff
were on their feet through out the 4 hours of the sale.




Sisters Servants 5 Austin Terrace
of Mary Immaculate Toronto, Ontario MSR 1Y1

ssmi.orgl@ rogers.com (416) 924-7422

March 16, 2018
Dear Grand Knight Don Krochak, and Knights of Fr. Markian Shashevych Council #7464,
Glory be to Jesus Christ!

Having received the blessing of his Excellency Bishop Stephen Chmilar, the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate
have begun preparations for our 71st SSMI Marian Pilgrimage, Mapiicka Mpowa, at Mount Mary, in Ancaster -
June 24, 2018. This year's theme is “Blessed are the Poor in Spirit” (Mt. 5:1-3).

We have always appreciated the support of the Knights of Columbus, and we are hoping you can help us again
this year. We would need your assistance mostly on the days of preparation, which would be on the Wednesday
and Friday before Vidpust (June 20th and 22nd). Come for 10:00 a.m. To confirm please contact Fred Stutz,
Head of Maintenance, prior to Vidpust - his cell number is 905-818-9168.

On the Pilgrimage Day, could you assist with parking outside and maintaining silence and crowd control in the
School Building? The only formal procession will be the Color Guard leading the clergy into the Auditorium for the
Divine Liturgy. Encourage your local Knights to get the word out and participate in the events planned.

The basic structure remains the same as last year, with a couple of changes:
1:00 -Confession available throughout the day
-Silent Adoration in Our Lady of Perpetual Help Chapel (school)
-Moleben to the Mother of God at the Outdoor Pilgrimage Altar Site
-Procession from Outdoor Altar to Cemetery

1:45 -Prayer Service for Blessing of Sr. Athanasia Melnyk’s Monument, followed by Panachyda and
blessing of the graves.

3.00 -Hierarchical Divine Liturgy in School Auditorium
Main celebrant: Bishop Stephan Chmilar, D.D.
Guest Homilist: Fr. Michael Kwiatkowsky (Chancellor of Winnipeg Archeparchy)
Choir: Youth from St. Elias Church and from throughout the Eparchy (led by llya Galadza)
-Blessing of Pilgrims and religious articles
-Myrovannya with distribution of prayer cards

Please note that religious articles and holy water will be available throughout the day. We encourage all pilgrims to
bring their own family picnic-style food, however, additional food by Halenda’s Meats will be available as an option.

If you have any other ways in which you could volunteer, or have questions and concems, please feel free to
contact me at 416-924-7422 or ssmi.org@rogers.com.

We are also encouraging continued support in the form of monetary donations to assist the Sisters in covering the
expenses of hosting the Pilgrimage, as well as supporting our continued ministry at Mount Mary Immaculate
Retreat Centre.

On behalf of Sr. Theresa Matwe, Superior and Administrator of Mount Mary Immaculate Retreat Centre, and of all
the Sisters, we pray that this year's Marian Pilgrimage brings special blessings upon you, as well as all pilgrim
participants. Please accept our sincere prayers of gratitude for you and your families.

Pilgrimage 2018 Coordinator



MONTHLY SMILE

A priest, a minister, and a rabbi want to see who's best at his job. So each one
does into the woods, finds a bear, and attempts to convert it. Later, they all get
together. The priest bedins: “When I found the bear, I read to him from the
catechism and sprinkled him with holy water. Next week is its first Communion.”

"I found a bear by the stream,” says the minister, "and preached God’s holy Word.
The bear was so mesmerized that he let me baptize him.”

They both look down at the rabbi, who is lying on a gurney in a body cast.
“"Looking back,” he says, "maybe I shouldn’t have started with the circumcision.”

Q: Why shouldn’t you marry a tennis player?
A: Because Love means nothing to them.

Q: Why did the golfer wear two pairs of pants?
A: In case he dot a hole in one.

Q: What starts with “e,” ends with “e,” and contains one letter?
A: An envelope.

Q: With pointed fangs I sit and wait; with piercing force I crunch out fate;
grabbing victims, proclaiming might; joining with a single bite.
What am I?

A:A stapler.

Q: How many seconds are in one year?

A: 12 of them: January 2nd,February 2nd, March 2nd, April 2nd, May 2nd,
June 2nd, July 2nd, August 2nd, September 2nd, October 2nd,
November 2nd, December 2nd.



NOTABLE DATES Grand Knight

April 08 Sunday Easter old calendar (Orthodox Easter) Donald A. Krochak
% " 905-385-9462
April 10 Tuesday Exexcutive M.eetmg 7:00pm Chaplain
General meeting 7:30pm Fr. Andriaja Petresian
) ByeakjastiSession]o:30aint Deputy G.K.
April 14 Saturdsy Bingo Princess Bingo Bohdan Matwijiw
IMatineelSessiontiz:30pini 905-545-5291
April 26 Thursday Pyrohy-Kobassa-Kapussta sale Chancellor
Orest Gulka
905-563-3589
Saeppy Birliag fo (e Hellewing dibembens
. open
Financial Secretary
April 01 Fr. Zenon ] WalnycKkyj John A. Mikitzel
April 05 Daniel M Kaluzny HWD-689-0638
April 06 Walter J Hrycak Treasurer
April 06 Walter Kaczmarski v e
April 09 Alex Bogoslowski Loct
Aprﬂ 15 DOllg I Durham Fr. Anton Szymchalski
April 18 Bob Strychowsky 905-937-3393
. Advocate
_. . Ernie Bablak
Mpuoras Jlita Ernie Bablak
Tudeed, just as the Fatther nacses the dead and gives them lfe, Warden/Editor
a0 also the Son gives life to whomever Fe wistes. The Father Dan Kaluzny

; , but has o o, 20 the Sou, Hhat 905-385-0050
wo oue i Inside Guard

Al may lonoan the Son juct as they honowur the Father. Anyone Steve Pronek
whio does wot lionour the Son does not lhomourn the Father who sent Fim. 905-544-9739
Very traly, 7 tell you, anyone who liears my word and believes Him Outside Guard
wtio sent Me lias eternal life, and does wot come wndern judgement, Steve Dushko
but lias passed from death to life. Very truly 9 tell you, the lioar 905-664-5349

& coming, and i nouw here, when the dead will hear the vsice of Trmstestyrd your ot n)

Steve Popowich

%G SM 0& W; M téaae “ﬂéd- é&d’t aadfﬁ &‘ae. (J o0 521 25) 905-632-9085
ohn 5:21-
Trustee(2nd year of 3)
R Boris Dusanowsky
Quintin (Bo) Chausse 905-664-6743
Field Agent Trustee(1st year of 3)
Phone (905) 765-4199 Izidor Nebesny

905-335-6534
=) Toll Free 1-(800) 811-5622

Fax (905) 765-4099
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